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ALBERTA ELKS 
NEWSLETTER
MARCH 2023



 

Dear Brothers, Sisters, Ladies of the Royal Purple Elks,

I sincerely hope that you and your lodge are well. What a
pleasure it has been this far to travel around and see the great
work that our members do. You are awesome!

As I release the second half of my travel schedule you will notice
that I am not travelling too far from home. I have recently
acquired a new work contract that I wasn’t expecting. This job
opportunity is very good for my family, and it’s a great learning
experience for me. I did not take the decision to accept this
contract lightly as it is the absolute worst timing with being
President. 

Due to this change, I will not be making it up to see the lodges
north of Edmonton, I’m sorry. My schedule is designed for
maximum volunteering and minimum miss of work. If the
lodges I am not visiting wish to have a zoom meeting with me, I
would be so happy to do that! 

 Also even though I will not make it to your regular meeting
night, I do have intentions to try to get to as many District
Meetings as I can.  Please email me your District meeting time
and date as soon as you know. If your lodge has an anniversary
and the celebration is on the weekend and you would like me to
attend please forward the information.

Thank you again for your support, and I hope you understand.

Sincerely Yours,
Kelly Sanford
Provincial President
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AGLC RULE!! ALL ALBERTA ELKS
FOUNDATION RAFFLE TICKETS

MUST HAVE:
FULL ADDRESS

FULL FIRST AND LAST NAME
CURRENT CONTACT INFORMATION
It is the responsibility of the Lodge

selling the tickets to ensure they are
correct prior to handing your

customer the ticket stub.
This must be completed prior to

sending your tickets into the Raffle
Chair

 
 

Where are the bags?
Mighty Little Elks Hospital Survival Bags

can be found in 3 Regional Hospital
Pediatric Wards in Alberta.  They are
Medicine Hat, Red Deer and Grand

Prairie!  Do you know someone who
received one?  Let us know!
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Some fun fundraising happening at

Whitehorse Elks Lodge 306
The lodge hosted a Bingo night to

support free style skiing in the
community.

 

The Slave Lake Elks Lodge #379
made some Motorcross lovers

very happy!
Huge thank you to the Slave Lake
Elks Lodge #379 for an amazing
donation of $2500! This will go a

long way in getting our track
ready for the upcoming season

and Race!!
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Whitehorse Elks Lodge 306 hosted a
Robbie Burnes night that was the talk of
town!

Looks like a great night was had and so
amazing to see events and engagement
happening in the Association.

White Horse Elks 306

White Horse Elks 306 Slave Lake Elks 379
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Another excellent supper and Elks Lodge #460 meeting has passed but not without some
great things being accomplished. 

First of all, DD Bro. Lawrence conducted an initiation ceremony for two of our newest
members, Katelynn and Connie. Congratulations and welcome !

Secondly, we agreed to donate $500 to the Elk Point Minor Hockey Association to help
them host the upcoming Provincial Championship Tournament and $250 to The Elks and
Royal Purple Walk for Children fundraiser. 

Third, we notified our members of the upcoming Elk Point Curling Club's Grand Opening
after they did a tremendous job in upgrading their ice sheets, cooling plant and other
necessities. 

The Elk Point Elks Lodge #460 donated $5000.00 to support creation of the ice markings
including lines, rings and logos which can be rolled up after the ending of the curling
season, and re-applied easily for the next curling season.  

Thanks again to all the members of the Elk Point Elks Lodge #460 for all your volunteer
work. And also a big Thank You to Connie for your wire artwork creation of the Elk.

Elk Point Elks Lodge #460 has been BUSY!!!

Over the past 6 months, the Branding and Marketing Committee has been
working closely with our professional marketing consultant, Phoenix Group,
to submit a proposal to the Grand Executive on design options for a new Logo
for the Order. The Branding and Marketing Committee have done an
outstanding job. 

The Grand Executive is excited to present to the Membership for
consideration their recommendation as the new Elks of Canada Logo for your
review and feedback. Your feedback on the design package of the logo is
important to us and will help lead the design team in identifying and
finalizing any edits to the Logo design for its future usage in public
correspondence. 

Members may access Logo details and review the branding guide by going to
the Grand Lodge Membership Portal, where we will also ask for your
feedback through a short, two question survey. 

Please take the time to review the package and submit your feedback before
April 01, 2023, to be eligible to win the prize of a branded apparel package. 

TAKE A PHOTO OF ME WITH YOUR
SMARTPHONE TO CHECK OUT THE

ELKS OF CANADA WEBSITE!
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Shown in picture right to left Exalted
Ruler Cory Ward presentation to
Bruce McLeod $5000.00 for new
playgrounds equipment for the

Village

Delton Community League – Exalted Ruler, Lyle Wirsta presented a cheque for $8,000 to
the Delton Community League for their soccer and hockey programs to purchase
uniforms, soccer balls and hockey items for their community soccer program and hockey
learn to skate program. (Picture: Exalted Ruler, Lyle Wirsta,, Byan Rizk, President Delton
Community League – Janet Henderson, Angela Nice, Sports/Wellness Volunteer – Laura
Cassady.
 
Ekota School Parent Advisory Council – Exalted Ruler, Lyle Wirsta presented a cheque for
$2,500 to Ekota School Parent Advisory Council for support with school supplies as
needed. (picture: Exalted Ruler, Lyle Wirsta, Chair – Carla Barrett, Vice Chair – Courtney
James, School Council Member – Joanne Siemens, Leading Knight EDM RPE # 22.)
 
Little Warriors – Exalted Ruler, Lyle Wirsta presented a cheque for $10,000 to the Little
Warriors, a treatment centre for sexually abused teenagers to help support the program.
(picture: Exalted Ruler, Lyle Wirsta, Cindy Matthews & Warren Sillanpaa from Little
Warriors.

 
 

Dawson Creek Elks #289 presented a
cheque in the amount of $2,000 to the

South Peace Seniors Citizens Association. 
 Representing the  Elks was Fred Sumners,
Shirley Brown and Pat Hunter. Accepting
the cheque was Senior  Citizens Treasurer

Bunny Figura
 

Edmonton Royal Purple Elks 22

Acme Elks Lodge Dawson Creek Elks 289



 

Annual Elks Fish Fry of February 11, 2023 at the
Elk Point Elks Lodge #460
It sure was great to be able to get back to our
annual Fish Fry. We had our special secret
seasoning from Brother Allan and the fish were
Fried by Mike, Don, and Lorn.

Shout out to Kathy and Henry who made up
some great coleslaw, scalloped potatoes and
dessert. The fish was awesome as was
everything else. And we had nearly 40
members and guests at the supper who also
felt the same way. Thank you to all who made
this possible.

 Carstairs Elks #556 out there
supporting amazing groups!

 
Sisters Joan and Michelle and Brother

Brad attended the Carstairs Girl Guides
potluck supper and presented them
with a $1,000.00 donation. We know

those Girl Guide members will use the
funds for great things!

 
 

From left to right.  Brian Nelson
Exalted Ruler,

Florence Husted accepting $2500
for the Stavely Library.   Leanne

Watson accepting
$300 for the Stavely School’s One
School, One Book initiative, and

Bob Elliot accepting
$1709 for a garden bench at the
Silver Willow Lodge in Nanton
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 Medicine Hat hospital foundation for
the NICU ward 
St Lewis school for their food program 
Elm street school for their food program
The mustard seed to help with our
homeless population

Kim Leafloor Rausch of the Medicine Hat
Elks has been busy traveling the city and
dropping off donations on behalf of the
lodge.  Donations include:

Elk Point Lodge 460

Carstairs Elks 556

Medicine Hat Elks 412

Stavely Elks 



 

Coronation Elks 
Kids Can Play

KEVIN SABO / Jan. 16, 2023 4:24 p.m. / LOCAL NEWS / NEWS

A program being run by the Coronation Elks is helping youth across Paintearth County access sports.

The “Kids Can Play” program was started up under the Coronation Elks in March of 2022, and since that time
has been offering sporting goods and equipment to families in the region at no charge.

According to Elks member Matthew Peacock, the program is able to equip a wide variety of youth in sports.
Baseball, golf, hockey and more equipment is usually available.

For the 2022-2023 hockey season, Peacock says that 27 kids were outfitted with protective gear for sport
which is a considerable cost-savings to parents at a time when other costs are escalating out of control.

“Times are hard,” said Peacock.

A considerable amount of the gear in the program has been donated, but some has been bought new, or
secondhand, thanks to a $7,300 donation made to the program by Paintearth’s 100 Women Who Care.

See also: Paintearth County has new fundraising group to assist charities

“The community involvement has been great,” said Peacock, noting that many people have donated sets of
gently used equipment that their own kids have outgrown.

Youth do not have to be part of organized sports to borrow equipment either.

Parents can sign out anything that Peacock has in inventory, such as skates, golf clubs, etc.
While Peacock does not expect the equipment to be returned at the end of any given sporting season, he
does expect communication with the parents. The parents are able to hang on to gear for the following
season, as long as they feel it will still fit their child. If they outgrow something, they are welcome to come in
and try for more properly sized equipment.

“Safety gear doesn’t work if it doesn’t fit properly,” said Peacock.

“You can’t sacrifice quality and safety.”

Peacock says that Kids Can Play operates on a first-come, first-serve basis, but so far, thanks to the
generosity of the community, very few youth have been turned away. He also notes that equipment that he
is short for this season he is adding to a list to possibly purchase for next, if funds allow.

Something else Peacock realizes is, if kids are playing, having fun and using equipment, it is going to break.
He notes that if it does, parents aren’t “going to be punished” for it.

“It’s not brand new gear. It’s being used.”

While the majority of the gear is second-hand, Peacock inspects everything himself, and nothing unsafe goes
out the door. According to Peacock, if something breaks, parents just need to contact him for potential
replacement for their child, providing he has the appropriate size in inventory.

According to Peacock, the program came about after “hearing parents talking” about a perceived need for
this type of program. Peacock notes that with the cost of new sports gear, fuel and fees, some parents were
beginning to look at whether they were able to keep their kids in sport.

“This is an option so you don’t have to pay for equipment,” said Peacock.

“Anywhere you can save the parents money. You have got to start the savings somewhere. You’ve gotta give
back, you can’t not do it.”

Peacock also says that the program is great for new parents to sports or for those moving into the region and
not know where to even begin.
Fortunately, Peacock is not having to manage the program by himself. His wife, Chelsea, has also been a
huge support and handles the Google spreadsheets which track all the equipment in inventory, and which
equipment is out and where it is.

To arrange equipment, or find out what is currently available, contact Peacock at 587-877-1146. The program
is open to all County of Paintearth residents, including residents of Castor, Halkirk, and Brownfield.
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With sadness we share with you the following 
 
 
 
 

"It is the hour of eleven when all Elks cease from their labours and again renew within
their hearts their obligations to each other with special regard to our absent and

departed Members"
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Brother Steve Fodchuk
Camrose Elks Lodge

1936 - 2023
 
 

Brother Edward Stairs
Fernie Elks Lodge

September 26, 1943 
– 

February 17, 2023
 

Brother Peter (Don) Olson
Benalto Elks Lodge

June 26, 1962 
- 

February 7, 2023

Robert Briault, with daughter Ryder, accept a
cheque of $1,248 from Elks Lodge past exauler
ruler Gerry Czapp after winning the Chase The

Ace raffle, February 6.
 
 

CHASE CHARITY
Murray Green, Camrose Booster 

Camrose Elks Lodge choose the Camrose
Children's Centre as the charity of choice in
the Chase The Ace raffle. Past exauler ruler
Gerry Czapp, left, presented the $1,248 to

children Charlie d'Entremont, Every St. Jean,
Conor Johnson, Jemma Green, Wyatt

Twerdun and executive director Ashley
Bushell.

 
 
 

Camrose Elks 


