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ALBERTA ELKS
NEWS
Waiting for this
pandemic to end
like... SOON!
Executive and Committee Interest for
Provincial Elections
The Alberta Elks Association is looking for
members to consider giving back to the Elks the with
your interest and talents in the following areas:

Demonstrated leadership skills in a volunteer
environment
Dedication to Community Service
Creative Thinking and Event Planning
Knowledge of Strategic and business planning
Business/Corporate experience, including financial
management
More information is available on our website
http://elksofalberta.ca

Presidents Message
Okay, I get it. Covid 19 has changed our world in many ways and
we must realize that the risks of pandemics is real and here to stay.
But how much we let it affect our lives is up to us. Sure, we have to
live within the restrictions, but we cannot allow those to give us an
excuse to detach from our world, to become lethargic, to become
procrastinators. Time marches on and every day is a precious gift.
For me, COVID has affected what I do day to day, what I could do as
Provincial President, what our Lodge could do to sustain our hall
and usefulness in the Community. When it first hit, no one knew
that a year later we would still be under closures and gathering
restrictions. Whitehorse decided to use the “down time” to get a lot
of work done in our hall…still hoping and anticipating holding
Conference 2020.

/ http://elksofalberta.ca / elks.secretary@abelks.org

Washing and repairing chairs, tables, walls, floors; painting and cosmetic repairs, some new flooring,
cleaning the outside parking lot and property and eavestrophes. Hauling out all our archive boxes of
files and memorabilia and sorting it all out…
I must say, a lot has gone into the recycling bins, but there were some things that are treasures and
will
be kept for our history book. I also found an article written by former Grand Lodge Executive
Director,
Bill Blake from one of our Elks magazines. I have no idea when it was written, but the messages are
timely. A most powerfully honest article that I’m pretty sure I will submit to our Publicity committee
to
see if they are interested in publishing it in our Newsletter.
I do, however, want to quote a bit…it seems appropriate as we look to new Executives, nominating
District Deputies and preparing for a new Executive at the Provincial Association.
“Not everybody wants to take an office in the Lodge or attend meetings, and all too often we
seem to want to urge our members by how many meetings they attend. WHAT A CROCK. By
and large, people don’t join organizations to go to meetings. We run our whole country with a
few MPs and most city and town councils with 8 – 12 people. WHY IS AN ELKS LODGE ANY
DIFFERENT? Thank goodness there are SOME who DO WANT to hold offices and to them WE
ARE VERY INDEBTED because we very much need them to keep the Lodge organized and
operating. But, alas, they are not the only good members.
So you got the drift of what I’m saying?? NO? Okay, ONE MORE TIME!!! LISTEN UP!!!
QUITCHERBELYAKIN’. Accept ONCE and for ALL that all Elks are DIFFERENT BUT EQUAL. Like
an ant colony we need workers, officers, fundraiser and an Exalted Queen or King Bee to
oversee each year. No one type of member is more important than the other…”
Who cares if you are re-cycling officers… as long as they are open-minded to new ideas, new projects
and support your committees and volunteers We keep saying we need new members…new leaders…
so what are you doing to ATTRACT people to our Lodges? It’s not the “joining” we need to focus
upon…
it's the FUN and “FEEL GOOD” we get when we contribute to our community. Having fun and
volunteer activeness will lead to new members and new leaders stepping up because they WANT to
be involved.
Recently, I’ve heard a lot about how some Lodges are run by a few people … and that’s okay IF it’s not
having a negative impact… like members feeling they are not part of the decision making or not being
heard or how their ideas are not being given appropriate consideration and support. Well…all I can
say
is that if this is the case in your lodge…you need to stand up and express how you’re feeling and ask
that
these brothers and sisters consider your feelings and ask how they can help you feel better about
your
contributions to the Lodge. I know…not easy. So, if you’re feeling you can’t do it on your own…the
Association is here to help communicate your message.
Brothers and Sisters, it’s been a long, difficult road. The sun will break through the clouds and we
need
to keep our chins up and smile; we need to embrace the opportunities for zoom meetings or small
gatherings as allowed. Use email, phones, texts, facetime, Facebook…reach out and start planning for
that sunny day. I am. I’ve attended a zoom meeting with Brooks and Breton. I will be attending our
District meeting in April by zoom. I would love invitations from any Lodge or District to visit virtually.
In Elkdom,
Barbara Evans,
Provincial President
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Elks Proud
Congratulations Breton
Elks Lodge on 65
Successful Years

Westlock Elks Lodge #330 donate to Eleanor
Hall School in Clyde. Melanie Buckley teacher at
the school accepts a cheque for $1000 for the
purchase of a larger screen laptop for 7 year old
Kayden Bushaw who has a visual Impairment
due to Ocular Motor Apraxia. Bros. Norm Kitz
and Zane Clarke delivered the cheque to the
school. Thanks to the Alberta Elks Foundation’s
“Tabs for Tots” Program for making this possible.
The Westlock Elks Lodge continues to collect
tabs from cans in support of the tabs program.
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Vernon Thuroo of Hanna Elks Lodge
presenting a cheque in the amount of $500
to Deputy Mayor Kyle Olsen for the Town
of Hanna as a donation for Public Skating.

Vernon Thuroo presenting a cheque in the
amount of $500 to Sammi-Jo Lee for the
Hanna Spray Park Association.
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Big News From Stavely
Media Release - March 24, 2021
PRIVATIZATION OF MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF WILLOW CREEK PARKS ANNOUNCED
The Council of the Municipal District of Willow Creek announces that it has reached an agreement with the
Stavely Elks Lodge #112 and the Stavely Royal Purple Elks Lodge #99 to assume operation and management of
the Willow Creek Park, Clear Lake Park and Pine Coulee Park effective April 1, 2021.
The Stavely Elks Lodge #112 and Stavely Royal Elks Lodge #99 are both affiliates of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks of Canada. These charitable non-profit volunteer organizations operate to support
both local and national charitable projects.
The privatization of parks currently operated by the MD of Willow Creek will, through this agreement, enable
the following:
1. Focus increasingly scarce municipal financial resources that are currently utilized to support park
operating deficits towards funding other recreation expenses related to regional recreation cost
sharing agreements as well as to other priority core services which include transportation services
including roads and bridges,
2. Transfer the responsibility for operation of the parks to a local charitable non-profit group which will
ensure that the current level of service provided within the parks will be maintained, and
3. Ensure that the benefits which accrue from privatization will remain within the region to the benefit
of the region’s citizens.
It is anticipated that the efficiencies identified within the operational plan to be implemented by the Stavely
Elks Lodge and Stavely Royal Purple Elks Lodge will result in profits that will be directed to both enhance the
parks as well as to support local, regional and national charitable activities and projects.
As part of the agreement the Municipal District of Willow Creek will provide assistance in the form of cost
sharing of certain costs including utilities and insurance as well as labor and manpower for roadway
maintenance within the park, maintenance of the road bridge within Willow Creek Park, annual installation and
removal of boat docks and building insurance for MD owned buildings. This assistance will cost the MD
approximately $25,000 annually for the three-year term of the agreement.
By entering the park agreement, it expected that the Municipal District of Willow Creek will see a reduction of
operational deficits attributed to recreation from $150,000 annually to $25,000 annually, and that further
reductions in both operating and capital expenditures will benefit the municipality in future years as the
transition fully to the Stavely Elks Lodge and Stavely Royal Purple Elks Lodge is implemented in accordance
with the agreement.
In 2019 the Municipal District of Willow Creek negotiated an agreement with the Fort Macleod Lions Club to
transfer the lease of the John Zoeteman Park near Fort Macleod to this organization - by all accounts this has
been a success with improvements to facilities and operations for the benefit of recreational enthusiasts.
Municipal District of Willow Creek annual costs related to recreation are expected to increase by approximately
$100,000 as a result of regional recreation funding agreement recently completed with its four urban
neighbors as part of the intermunicipal collaboration framework agreement. As a result of this privatization
initiative net recreation costs are expected to remain neutral.
For further information please visit: www.mdwillowcreek.com
Media Inquiries may be made to any of the following organizations:
Stavely Elks and Royal Purple Elks Lodge
Mr. Tim Nelson
Chairman – Park Investigation Committee
Tdn1962@gmail.com
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"The clock of their day has stopped...
across its face the motionless shadow marks the
Hour of Eleven."

It is with extreme sadness we must inform you
of the passing of
Brother Ron Marshall
Staveley Elks Lodge #112
February 27, 2021
Brother Robert (Bob) Hurst
Fort Saskatchewan Elks Lodge #399
March 9, 2021
Brother George Steckler
Didsbury Elks #514
March 12, 2021

For their years of service and dedication to the Elks
organization, they will always be remembered.
Rest in peace Brothers and Sisters
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